
Undergraduate Research At UCSC

Summer 2023

Don Bard

Coordinator of Honors and Research Opportunities

Field Research Research Symposium



Who, What, Where

➢ Website Resources
○ ugr.ue.ucsc.edu
○ ucsc.edu/research
○ ucsc.joinhandshake.com

➢ I Help Students Explore Research Options

➢ Contact Me
○ Email: ur_hnrs@ucsc.edu
○ Advising Appts: slugsuccess.ucsc.edu

https://slugsuccess.ucsc.edu


Undergraduate Research 

• Any new contribution 
to an academic field 
done by an undergrad

• Hands-on experience 
• Plan and complete a 

project: design it, gather 
data, analyze the data, and 
present your findings

• Work with a mentor
• Faculty, Post-Doc, or Grad 

student
Exciting and Challenging



Why Do Research?

• Build connections 

• Increase self-value

• Have strong letters of 

recommendation

• Increase sense of 

belonging

• Improve future 

opportunities



Research Options at UCSC
• Research with a Mentor

• Connect with your faculty and or grad 
student TAs

• Participate in a Research Program
• Check out ugr.ucsc.edu

• STEM Diversity programs, HSI Initiatives, 
Research Mentoring Institute, STEPS 
institute, SURF-IT, UC Leads, and more

• Take Research Classes
• Class and/or seminar, Thesis research, 

Independent Study

• Find Research Jobs/Internships
• Access HandShake (Career Success)

• ENVS Internship office



Getting Started: Strategies
1. Make an Advising Appointment

• w/ Don Bard through Slug Success
• Id your field of interest
• Create a strategic plan

2. Build Relationships
• Talk with your instructors
• Talk with your TAs
• Id department faculty 

3. Begin Early
• Start this Fall 
• Set weekly and quarterly goals
• Meet your major advisor re options 

4. Do Some Background Research
• Research Opps site, UCSC Research 

site, Dept sites, Course Catalog, 
College sites, and HandShake



The Research Opportunities Website
https://ugr.ue.ucsc.edu/

https://ugr.ue.ucsc.edu/


The UCSC Research Website

https://www.ucsc.edu/research

https://www.ucsc.edu/research/index.html


A UCSC Department Website

psychology.ucsc.edu

https://psychology.ucsc.edu/


UCSC Catalog - Research Courses

catalog.ucsc.edu

http://catalog.ucsc.edu/


A UCSC College Website

johnrlewis.ucsc.edu

https://johnrlewis.ucsc.edu/


UCSC HandShake
careers.ucsc.edu

https://careers.ucsc.edu


Questions / More Info 
Don Bard: Undergraduate Research Opportunities

• Contact Me

• ur_hnrs@ucsc.edu

• Virtual appointments through Slug Success

• Website Resources

• www.ucsc.edu/research

• ugr.ucsc.edu

http://www.ucsc.edu/research
https://ugr.ucsc.edu

